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The southwest corner of the Geesseknaeppchen 
Campus saw a  urry of activity in April as 
some 500 pint-size construction workers clad 
in yellow hardhats, armed with colourful spades 
and buckets, stood ready to dig in to a large 
mound of earth. Lower School Principal Patricia 
Angoy put it this way, “We’re digging the very 
 rst spade of earth that will ever be dug for our 

new Lower School.” Pointing to the earth, Ms 
Angoy explained to the children, “This is where 
our new Lower School is going to be, just behind 
us here, and where you’re standing is where your 
parents are going to drop you off in the morning, 
say good-bye, and go off to do their work whilst 
you start your school day.”

The Lower School students and faculty were 
joined at the site by ISL Board Chairman 
Roger Barker, other members of ISL’s Board of 
Governors, Upper School Principal Nicki Crush, 
and representatives of the school’s architect and 
project manager, ARCO –Architecture Company 
and Paul Wurth S.A., respectively.

Luxembourg Mayor Paul Helminger was guest 
of honour at the event, a landmark in the 48-year 
history of the school, and was invited to start 
the groundbreaking by digging the  rst spade 
of earth. Prior to that, Mayor Helminger spoke 
of the important role ISL plays in contributing 
to the economic, educational and cultural 
growth of the city. “I am so happy with this 
school because I see it growing! We may be 
running out of land before you stop growing 

the international community that is attending 
this fantastic school… but we’ll  nd solutions 
for your growth because we need you! We know 
that the question that is always asked, perhaps 
the most important one, when somebody is 
relocating a company to Luxembourg, is Where 
are my kids going to go to school? So I think 
that it is very, very important that there should 
be schools available for all the international kids 
and I am very glad that the City of Luxembourg 
can contribute to that.”

The accent was on the children as every student, 
from Pre-School through to Grade 5, was able 
to take part in the dig. Their active participation 
in the groundbreaking made the theoretical talk 
of a new Lower School much more tangible 
for them, especially those who are likely to 
attend classes in the new building. Over half of 
the students present will still be Lower School 
students when the new building opens.

The largely symbolic event precedes the of  cial 
laying of the  rst stone, which will take place at 
a later date once some of the foundations have 
been laid on the site. Now that all the building 
permits have been approved and received, heavy 
machinery has moved in to take over where the 
students left off. The 18,800m2 structure should 
be ready for the 2013-2014 school year. The 
Upper School will also bene  t. Once the younger 
students move out, the current ISL main building 
will be completely re  tted for the exclusive use 
of the secondary school programme.

Building Futures
Ground Broken for ISL’s New Lower School Building

Lower School Principal Patricia Angoy welcomes Mayor Paul Helminger; Students and teachers ready to help Mayor 
Helminger dig in; Director Chris Bowman looks on with satisfaction as heavy machinery replaces the plastic spades. 
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“Artists show the whole world all they have 
missed...” Illustrator Bryan Collier visits ISL

ISL Art on Exhibit @ Delphi
Art has been the focus of much attention at ISL this spring. Not only 
was the school fortunate to have Bryan Collier as Artist-in-Residence, 
but a display of student artwork recently captured the interest of a 
visitor to the school and the Art @ Delphi project was born. 

While attending a business event held at ISL, Mr Panagiotis 
Panotopoulos, HR Specialist at Delphi Automotive Systems, admired student artwork on display for ISL’s 
International Baccalaureate Art Exhibit. Mr Panotopoulos inquired about the possibility of borrowing 
several pieces to exhibit at Delphi headquarters in Bascharage. A total of 18 pieces from both Middle and 
High School were selected to inaugurate the Art @ Delphi programme which will see the student artwork 
displayed for three months in prominent places within the company. The selected pieces represent Shape 
and Colour and are a dramatic change from the technical artwork found in the company. Olivia Lorton 
(Upper School Art) says, “We are very honoured that Mr Panotopoulos was impressed enough by our 
students’ art work that he could envisage it in his of  ce building. It is a wonderful opportunity for our 
students and this initiative certainly promotes the arts at ISL. I hope we can work with Delphi and other 
companies in the future on other exhibitions.”

Ernst & Young at ISL
Career Education Guest Speaker
Ernst & Young Luxembourg Communications Manager 
Caroline Dupuy spoke to a group of Grade 11 students about 
careers related to marketing and communication. Ms Dupuy 
gave a general overview of communication and talked about 
its importance for a company. She then outlined the difference 
between marketing a product and a service, as well as the 
difference between internal and external communication.
According to Ms Dupuy, the external communication department 
must serve as a link between a company and the outside world 
in order to communicate a  rm’s strategy, increase its visibility 
and recognition on the market and also to help experts build 
messages, combining the company’s vision, mission and values.

Ernst & Young has played a key role in supporting ISL’s 
technology infrastructure for over a decade. Above and beyond 
this collaboration, new initiatives such as Guest Career Speakers 
will assist students in gaining exposure to different career paths, 
as well as learning about personal qualities, skills, and interests 
that are useful for various job opportunities.

For three days this spring, Lower School students had 
the great pleasure and privilege to work with award-
winning illustrator, Bryan Collier, a culmination of 
their study of illustrators with a particular look at their 
vision of human activity that communicates the values, 
hopes and dreams of cultures around the world. Mr 
Collier worked directly with students in Grades 1-5 
on watercolour and collage techniques, shared stories 
behind his books, worked with a group of students 
on an original collage for the Lower School, and 
addressed the community on the topic of ‘Creativity’.

In his address to faculty and guests, Mr Collier 
discussed the ‘silent gifts’ we all give and receive in our lives – gifts which help us observe and interact 
with our present world in a way that helps us understand and make sense of our past, our heritage, and 
our future aspirations. For Mr Collier, his ‘silent gift’ came from his grandmother, whose quilt making 
heavily in  uenced his collage technique. Educators have the privilege of handing out ‘silent gifts’ each 
day to the children before them, a statement not lost on the audience. Mr Collier talked of his love of 
making books – of making that magic which transports one to a familiar place – of using books as tools 
to tell worthy stories and recount history, and the importance of literacy in breaking down barriers.

Bryan Collier’s visit was made possible by the generous donation of KNEIP, a leading independent 
service provider to the global asset management industry based in Luxembourg. KNEIP believes that 
exposure to art fosters creativity and forward-thinking.

Hillside Conference 
System Courtesy of Jbit

ISL Lower School 
Deputy Principal David 
Walker explains: “The 
conference system has 

added a new dimension 
to the student activity 
room and canteen. At 
the turn of a key and 
the push of a button, 

we can project visuals 
from a free standing 

laptop with the capacity 
to play audio and use 

a microphone. The 
quality of image and 
audio reproduction is 
currently unrivalled 
in other parts of the 

school.”



issue 33

At ISL, Grease is the Word!
Huge Success for Spring Musical
You’re the One That I Want! If these lines bring back nostalgic 
memories of the 1978  lm version of Grease, you missed a treat 
in early June when ISL Upper School student performers had the 
audience rocking and jiving at their production of the musical. 

There were roars of laughter and whistles from the audience as 
leather clad T-Birds and The Pink Ladies leapt on the stage. The 
lines from 1950’s musical skipped decades to the summer of 2011 
in Luxembourg, where teenage worries of love, cars, and dating are 
still the rub of school life.

Upper School Drama teacher and director of the musical Ane Erézué 
had this to say, “I especially enjoyed this year’s production because 
it was a great collaboration between students and staff. Assistant 
director, Gemma Deed, who showed herself to be a very capable 
director and our two student choreographers, Luisa Fulco and 
Amalie Kubiki, were able to manage a crowd of 34 students. We 
also had a very serious backstage and front of house crew, which 
gave a professional touch to the whole production.  The cast was 
talented and ambitious and wanted it to be a good show and in the 
end we can all be very proud of ourselves.”

2011 Graduation Ceremony
Minister Frieden Speaks

The school’s 31st annual 
graduation exercises took 
place on June 11 at the 
Conservatoire de Musique 
de la Ville de Luxembourg. 
Family, friends and faculty 
 lled the auditorium to 

witness the ceremony where 
ISL High School Diplomas 
and awards for academic 
excellence were bestowed 
upon the 54 members of the 

Class of 2011. The programme featured musical performances 
by Justin Byrum, Silja Lehtinen, Diego Alonso-Albarracin 
and MariaLuisa D’Angelo, and a poetry reading from Roma 
Brown. Jack Charlton and Silja Lehtinen spoke on behalf of 
the students. 

This year’s Graduation Address was given by Luxembourg 
Minister of Finance Luc Frieden who spoke on the theme of 
the interconnectedness of individuals and nations, calling upon 
the students to develop “a renewed sense of responsibility for 
the world and for others.” He encouraged the students to use 
opportunities, in particular education, respect and institutions, 
to effect change in the world. Mr Frieden advised the students 
to aspire to excellence and not be discouraged by failure. 
“Try, even if sometimes you fail, to start again. Excellence 
is not an accident. It is the result of high intention, sincere 
effort and the ability to see obstacles as opportunities.” He 
concluded his remarks with the hope that “Luxembourg, not 
only the ISL, will be a place that you will always cherish in 
your hearts, where you would like to come back to one day.”

Danny (Daniel Reichling) and Sandy (Madeleine Arnould) lead the company in an 
energetic rendition of ‘Shakin’ at the High School Hop.’

Congratulations Graduates! 54 Students Receive Diplomas

Class of 2011 - Front row: Roma Brown, Jack Charlton, Rachel Clemons, Bethany Muller, Christian Thomas, MariaLuisa D’Angelo, Rebecca Sinclair, 
Hildigunnur Ólafsdóttir, Ryan Ferreira. Second row: Gabriela Cervino, Aleksandra Nimczyk, Silja Lehtinen, Chiara Addezio, Océane Suchail, Cuong 
Kasperzyk, Katerina Dobbins, Cécile Borkhataria, Sally Schultz, Blythe Whittingham, Marta Karen Kristjonsdóttir. Third row: Christopher Dunstan, 
Daniil Mokrousov, Chantelle Blom, Mallory Wagner, Diego Alonso-Albarracin, Alexander Austin, Thomas Isbecque, Nicolas Wright, Rebecca Eaton, 
Jacqueline Van’t Zelfde, Emma Hassel. Fourth row: Sébastien de Luxembourg, Benoît Billette, Magnus Jansåker, Aanand Pandey, Felipe Amaral, 
Sarah McMinimy, Felix Meier, Edouard Ombredane, Camilla Beck-Soerensen, Thalia Coleman-Bélanger, Dimitri Hadjichristou, Maarten Paul. 
Back row: Björn Martin Rameš,  Holger Hastén, Grégoire Genest, Gustav Friberg, Joachim Refsdal, Justin Byrum, Juliette Child, Nicolas Capesius, 
Jacques Browne, Piotr Piszczek. Not pictured: Connor Kam-Cheong.



About Jbit - Smart Home Solutions
Jbit is a technology and design company established in Luxembourg in 2006. Simplicity, 

design and reliability are the three key ingredients that are contained in every solution that Jbit 
develops. For more information visit Jbit’s website: http://www.Jbit.lu or telephone +352 26 00 87 35 
to arrange a meeting.

ISL: What does Jbit do? What are ‘smart home 
solutions’?
BN: We design and install home technology 
that helps you manage, integrate and control the 
systems that keep you comfortable, entertained 
and secure in your home. This includes things 
like music in every room, seamlessly integrated 
TV,  lms and digital photos. You are in control 
wherever you are and can easily control the 
lighting, blinds, heating, audio, video and more 
using stylishly designed switches, or even your 
smart phone or iPad. Everything is designed to 
suit your unique speci  cations; we work with 
architects and interior designers to integrate these 
systems into new building projects, renovations 
or extensions. The technology is only seen when 
the user wants to see it; blending seamlessly 
with the design of the house with systems that 
are created so that they can grow with the user’s 
needs.

ISL: You are currently working on a 
project which will be the ‘smartest’ home in 
Luxembourg, possibly in Europe. What do you 
need to undertake such a project?
BN: We feel both honoured and privileged 
that this family has given us the opportunity 
to work on their dream home. We think this 
project will revolutionize the perception people 
have about Smart Home technology. One of the 
most amazing things about working for Jbit is 
our attitude about our projects. We view each 
project as an opportunity. Every single project 
that we undertake is uniquely designed to push 
the boundaries of functionality, design and 
simplicity. In order to accomplish this we have 
an amazing team of software, electrical and 
audio-visual engineers and we engage in detailed 
planning for every project. Our goal is to design 
a  exible system that will be easy to upgrade to 
new technologies that will become available 10 

to 15 years from now. We are thrilled that his 
home will be entered into the Smartest Home in 
Europe Competition taking place in 2012.
 
ISL: Jbit has installed a customized conference 
system in the Hillside multi-purpose room. What 
was particular about this project?
BN: In the Hillside, the challenge was the space 
itself, a large, multi-functional room with a fairly 
low ceiling. We needed to create an adaptable, 
functional system that will adapt as needs grow 
and change. Once students have iPads and 
laptops as standard equipment, the interaction 
will become two-way. From there it is only a step 
to take this model into the classroom. It is all very 
exciting.

ISL: How do you view the partnership between 
Jbit and our school?
BN: 60% of our clients’ children study at this 
school, so from a commercial point of view it is 
important to increase the visibility of our services 
to parents who are planning to build, renovate 
or extend their homes. Furthermore, we think 
ISL offers a fantastic education that particularly 
encourages students in the sciences. Everything 
we do at Jbit involves science and maths so it 
is only natural that we associate ourselves with 
a school that offers the best in science curricula, 
teachers and facilities. Finally, we want to 
show students that there are exciting career 
opportunities in the sciences, outside of banking. 
We face huge challenges in recruiting science 
majors to develop software: in Luxembourg 
everybody wants to work for the banks. To 
that end we are in the process of organising an 
event to invite some top ISL science students 
on site to experience the technologies of a smart 
home system so that they can see some exciting 
practical applications of what they are learning in 
the classroom.

Bernard Ndolo, Chief System Designer
Jbit - Smart Home Solutions
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Partnership Profile

Following studies in London that include a BSc in 
Computer Science and an MBA in International Business, 
coupled with work experience at JPMorgan as a systems 
analyst and programmer, Bernard Ndolo relocated to 
Luxembourg in 2006. His initial employment, developing 
an IT infrastructure for a Luxembourg charity, led him to 
meet an interesting client who was looking for a smart 
home system, something not yet available in Luxembourg at the time. The client wondered 
whether this was something Bernard might be able to do, Bernard said, “Why not?” and Jbit 
was born. Bernard’s combined background in science and business has prepared him well 
for his current role as Jbit’s Chief System Designer, heading a seven-member team that offers 
tailor-made smart home solutions. Bernard lives in Luxembourg with his wife Jana and their 
two young children.


