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ISL Hosts Annual NECIS Volleyball & Soccer 
Tournaments: Under 14 Girls are NECIS Champions Again!
ISL hosted the annual Northwest European Council of 

International Schools (NECIS) Soccer and Volleyball 

Tournaments on Friday and Saturday, 10 and 11 

November. More than 400 boys and girls between 

the ages of 10 and 14 travelled to Luxembourg from 

seven other international schools for the competition. 

“This was the second time for the International 

School of Luxembourg to host the NECIS Soccer and 

Volleyball Tournaments, following a very successful 

tournament in November 2005,” noted ISL Athletic 

Director Hans Engl. “We would like to thank our 

neighbour, Lycée Aline Mayrisch as well as the 

Service des Sports of the City of Luxembourg for 

making their facilities available to us,” continued 

Engl. “Our thanks also go to Mr Carlo Hastert, 

President of CS Gym Volley, in cooperation with the 

Fédération Luxembourgeoise de Volleyball, and to 

Mr Pierre Claude, Manager of National Competitions 

at the Fédération Luxembourgeoise de Football, for 

their assistance and support in providing offi cials 

for all the games. Finally, this event would not have 

been possible without the support of our school 

community. Parent, student and staff volunteers 

provided assistance on the courts and fi elds, and our 

school caterer, Eurest, did a great job running the 

sports cafeterias,” Engl concluded.

The most recent ISL sports champions were also 

crowned at the tournament as the Under 14 Girls 

Volleyball team repeated last year’s victory, winning 

the championship for a second time. Coached by ISL 

teachers Elizabeth Jury and Jennifer Carroll, the team 

demonstrated extraordinary ability; not surrendering 

a single match. The impressive championship 

game versus Hamburg (3-1) was “one of the best 

Under 14 matches I have ever seen,” reported ISL 

Athletic Director Hans Engl. “Not only did the girls 

demonstrate outstanding techniques and team play, 

their team spirit and morale was phenomenal and 

amongst the best at any time of the competition.” 

In a breathtaking fi nal against Antwerp, the Under 12 

girls almost repeated their 2005 championship win, 

but missed the title by only two points in the fi fth 

set of the championship match. “We witnessed lots 

of emotions, a fantastic cheering crowd and fi nally 

some tears, but this team did not lose; they won 

an excellent second place,” Engl related. “Coach 

Christine Jakobs involved almost 40 young girls in 

the seasonal programme, teaching volleyball basics to 

many newcomers, and again leading the team through 

a great and successful tournament.” Though the soccer 

competition was not as successful, the Luxembourg 

teams demonstrated high morale and fought to the last 

minutes of their games. Both teams fi nished in sixth 

place. 

The International School will certainly host other 

NECIS tournaments in the future. These could include 

swimming, track and fi eld, rugby, or girls’ soccer. 

“Whatever event we host, our school always looks 

forward to providing our guests with the best possible 

facilities and services for a successful competition 

and an enjoyable stay in Luxembourg.” 

International Luncheons: A long-standing ISL Tradition

U14 Girls Volleyball Team - Front Row: Katie Dobbins, 
Iris Gramegna, Frances MacDonald, Camilla Beck-
Soerensen. Middle Row: Ola Niemcyzk, Rachel Hudgins, 
Rei Adachi, Hildigunnur Olafsdottir, Sophie Geijer. Back 
Row: Elizabeth Jury, Caoimhe Costigan, Celine Ruud, 
Eleanor Jacobs, Katie Cannon, Jennifer Carroll.

The 45 graduates of the Class of 2006 have moved out into the world from 

the Geesseknäppchen Campus in Luxembourg. Nearly half of them (22) 

are pursuing university studies in the United Kingdom. Ten can be found 

in North America: nine in the USA and one in Canada. Seven others are 

studying in Continental Europe and one is way down under in Australia. 

Five students have opted to enrich their experiences by pursuing a gap 

year before entering university. Courses of study include areas as varied 

as architecture, advertising & communications, business & marketing, 

economics, engineering, fi lm studies, literature, philosophy, health 

care, international relations, languages, psychology and sociology. The 

breakdown of universities and courses of study refl ects the broad range 

of career directions that are possible for ISL graduates. Students from the 

Class of 2006 are currently enroled at the following institutions: 

The International School of Luxembourg opened its doors this school year to a record 

730 students, an 8% increase over the opening enrolment in 2005, and a 20% increase 

over the start of school in 2004. This jump in enrolment follows a trend of steady 

growth that began in the late 1990s. The 2000-01 academic year, coinciding with the 

school’s move from Limpertsberg to the Geesseknäppchen campus, began with some 

500 students and the four years following the move saw modest increases in student 

numbers. Since 2004, however, enrolment has surged; nearly all grade levels are full 

and waiting lists have been created for most classes.

This trend in growth, which shows no signs of subsiding, can be explained by a number 

of confl uent factors. International school communities are often quite transient by 

nature. It is not unusual to enrol large numbers of new applicants at the beginning of 

the school year, with spaces for new students becoming available due to departing 

families. What has changed at ISL is that far fewer families are leaving the school, 

creating a need for additional classes. Director Clayton Lewis explains that in addition, 

it also seems that more and more families from within Luxembourg, expatriates as well as local residents, desire an international style English 

language education for their children. “While the majority of our students come from expatriate families, about a third of them from the USA 

and the UK, Luxembourg and its neighbours Belgium, France and Germany, account for nearly 20% of our total enrolment.”

The Ministry of Education most recently supported the construction of six new classrooms, which were completed in the middle of September. 

Despite the additional space, nearly all of the fi fteen age levels (Pre-school through Grade 12) represented in the school are full and a waiting 

list of some 50 names continues to grow. The Board of Governors is working to develop short term solutions in tandem with a strategic plan 

for the future in consultation with the stakeholders in the school’s future: families, staff, companies, embassies, chambers of commerce, 

community leaders, and, of course, the Luxembourg government.

Record Enrolment at ISL for the Second Year in a Row

Where are the 2006 Graduates?

Fifth graders meet their new teacher, Mr Hunter Wood, on 
the fi rst day of school.

For the eighth consecutive year, an academic scholarship covering the cost of full tuition will be made available to a student not already 

enrolled at ISL in recognition of the support and generosity of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg toward the school. The scholarship is open to 

students aged 15 and over and covers two years of study (grades 11–12). Scholarship recipients are expected to follow the full International 

Baccalaureate Diploma programme and to maintain a high level of achievement in order to retain the scholarship (a minimum average of 5 on 

a 1-7 grading scale throughout the two years of study at ISL) . Informational meetings detailing the application process will be held in February 

2008. For more information, contact Mrs Francine Phillips in the Upper School offi ce on 26 04 42 04.

High School Scholarship Available for 2007-2008 

In May 2006, ISL presented its largest International 

Baccalaureate Diploma group ever: 37 full diploma candidates 

of whom 33 were successful. This 90% success rate surpasses 

the overall IB Diploma success rate for candidates the world 

over by 10%. The number of ISL candidates has grown steadily 

over the past several years, more than doubling the 15 candidates 

who attempted the diploma in 2001.

This year saw some very fi ne performances, 

in particular Maxime Rischard, who earned 

the fi rst ever 45-point diploma (maximum 

result) at ISL. It is worth noting that fewer 

than 1% of candidates worldwide attain 

this perfect score. Four other candidates 

earned diplomas of more than 40 points: 

Abhimanyu Krishna, Alua Mühlenbach, 

Victoria Perweiler and Kelsey Harbour. 

Eight other students scored 34 points or 

better. The minimum number of points 

required is 24. The IB Diploma is a prestigious passport to 

higher education worldwide. More and more colleges and 

universities welcome the unique characteristics of IB Diploma 

holders. These students regularly gain admission to some of the 

best universities in the world. 

IB Coordinator Peter Jenks summed up the school’s appreciation 

of the Class of 2006. “We are very pleased with the hard work 

and dedication that these students have shown throughout the 

two-year programme, especially the growth and maturity that 

they have evidenced in their IB CAS (Creativity, Action, and 

Service) activities.”

IB Diploma Results

Maxime Rischard

Australia

Queensland University of Technology
Continental Europe

Helsinki Polytechnic University
Schiller International University
Universität Karlsruhe
Université du Luxembourg
European University, Barcelona
Ecole Hôtelière de Lausanne
North America

Academy of Art University
Brown University
Cornell University
East Central University, Texas
Green River Community College
Mount Holyoke College
North Carolina State University
Simmons College
University of British Columbia
University of California, Berkeley

United Kingdom

Bournemouth University
Cambridge University
Coventry University
Kent Institute of Art & Design
Nottingham Trent University
Richmond University
Saint Mary’s College
Southampton Solent University
The University of Essex
The University of Kent at Canterbury
The University of Warwick
University of Bath
University of Brighton
University of Gloucestershire
University of St Andrews
University of Southampton
University of Sussex

Over the years, the International 
Luncheons, coinciding with United 
Nations Day at the end of October, 
have become a tradition throughout 
the entire school. Not only are they a 
time to sample delicious foods, they 
also provide an opportunity to raise 
awareness and appreciation of the 
cultural diversity within the school. 
Parent involvement is key to the 
success of these special events!
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Mrs René Leader’s 4th Graders climb up to the third 
fl oor to discover their new classroom on Tuesday, 19 
September. The hiatus from school was very short; only 
one and a half days were taken to complete the move 
out of all the old classrooms and into the new ones. 
Everybody pitched in: Lower School teachers worked in 
teams to pack up on Friday afternoon and unpack on 
Monday; the Maintenance Department worked overtime 
to move boxes and furniture during the weekend.

Left: LS Principal Jaime Roth, 
preceded by 5th grader Bram 
de Vet, discovers the new space 
along with the students.

A work in progress! 
Top right: The new 
computer lab, located 
in the central common 
area, in the process of 
being outfi tted. Right: 
ISL Director Clayton 
Lewis takes a look at 
the third fl oor space last 
spring, prior to the start 
of construction. Below: 
Mrs Kari Perkin’s 3rd 
Grade class, happily 
ensconced in their new 
classroom!

In order to respond to the increasing need for 

more teaching space, the International School of 

Luxembourg embarked upon a construction project 

in the spring of 2006 with the full support of the 

Luxembourg government. The unfi nished third 

fl oor of the Lower School wing of the building has 

now been subdivided and outfi tted to contain fi ve 

new classrooms (two 3rd grades, one 4th grade, 

and two 5th grades), a learning support room, and 

a computer lab. Each classroom is equipped to a 

very high standard, with natural lighting, a storage 

room and Internet connections. The central area 

also benefi ts from natural light, contains toilets 

and lockers, and includes a technology lab with 

22 purpose-built computer stations. The area is 

accessible from the level below by two different 

stairways located at either end of the third fl oor. 

Construction commenced in mid-May and 

continued through the summer months. “We were 

vigilant about keeping the disruption to student 

learning to a minimum during the construction,” 

relates Lower School Principal Jaime Roth. “The 

work that involved heavy machinery was mostly 

completed after 16:00, on the weekends, and during 

the summer.”

Originally it was hoped that construction would be 

completed before the start of school on 30 August. 

When it became clear that this would not be 

possible, contingency plans were developed. “The 

builders (Paul Wurth SA) promised us the space 

for 15 September and they met their deadline. This 

did mean that we had to relocate some classes for 

the fi rst three weeks of school, but the challenge 

was met with good will on the part of the students 

and teachers; everybody 

cooperated to make the start 

of school, and subsequent 

move up to the third fl oor, 

a success. We are delighted 

with the expanded facility,” 

Roth concluded.

Raising the Roof!
New classrooms added to the top floor of the school 

What’s it like coming back to ISL?
It’s been three years since I left and I was here [on 

this campus] for three years following 11 years in 

Limpertsberg. It feels the same, but I recognize fewer 

faces. Having gone through the school for 14 years, I 

knew most of the teachers as well as the students.

Looking back as a student, what is your perspective on 
the evolution of the school?
The school has changed in good ways. It has become 

more international. There seems to be a wider variety 

of European students and certainly more students 

from Luxembourg. Within the student community, life 

seems more sociable. There also seems to be a greater 

interaction between the older students and the younger 

ones. Maybe it’s because everyone is in one building. 

Both students and faculty often come and go in 
international schools. How were you affected by the 
rather transient nature of the school?
It gave me a wide variety of friends and a fresh 

environment every school year. The group dynamic was 

constantly being altered. It wasn’t really different for 

me since I was always in the same school. New students 

brought new ideas and new cultures and I found it 

interesting. Even though people leave, you always fi nd 

a way to keep in touch with your really good friends.

How did your education at ISL prepare you for life 
beyond?
The benefi ts of the IB are clear, especially now that 

I’ve been to university. The required six subjects give a 

broad range and you are able to get a feel for different 

things you might be interested in at a tertiary level. With 

A levels, students focus too early on specifi cs and when 

they arrive at university they sometimes fi nd that their 

programme is not actually what they want. In terms of 

languages, I was defi nitely at an advantage over my 

university peers. Considering the size of the school, I 

think it does a good job of preparing students for the 

future. At the higher levels, the concentration is less on 

pure knowledge and more on analytical skills. Students 

from other systems where the methods focus more on 

learning by heart and recitation are at a disadvantage. 

In the sciences we have excellent facilities with a lot of 

hands on learning time. I remember when we arrived 

on the new campus that we were very impressed with 

the quality of the science labs and the technology 

infrastructure.

How have your experiences at ISL infl uenced some of 
the choices you have made as a young adult? 
In grades 9 and 10 I had some experiences that 

opened up a new world for me. There were two trips 

to volunteer in China, not school-sponsored, but many 

students from the school took part. They were similar to 

the IB CAS trips [to Tanzania and Turkey] today. These 

trips broadened my horizons and opened new interests. 

What made you decide to take a gap year instead of 
starting university directly after high school?
When I was in 11th grade I fi rmly decided to take a year 

out, in part because I was young. I graduated at 17, so 

I knew that taking time wasn’t going to penalize me. I 

defi nitely wanted to go to university. My parents were 

a bit worried about whether I would go after the gap 

year, but were always supportive. When deciding about 

a gap year it is important to keep in mind whether you 

think you can return to “formal education” when you 

come back. I always knew I would go to university but 

wanted to do the gap year to get some experience.

Tell us about your gap year.
Well, I realized that I was going to need some money, 

so for the fi rst month I worked in a bank. Then I went 

to China and did a TEFL teaching course. After that 

I travelled in China; visited places that I had learnt 

about and wanted to see. After China I came back to 

Luxembourg and worked for another month, this time 

at P&T Telecom. Then I went to Mexico for 10 weeks 

as a volunteer to do scuba diving and marine research. 

I wanted to add a sense of meaning to the scuba diving! 

I suppose that my experience with IB CAS (Creativity, 

Action, and Service) infl uenced me in making a choice 

like that. I was lucky enough to be asked to stay on as 

an intern for another 10 weeks. They didn’t pay me, 

but they did cover my living expenses. I was involved 

in marine conservation: monitoring the reef and fi sh 

populations. 

What is your life like at Cambridge? 
The diploma consists of Parts A & B, two years each. 

There are exams at the end of each part, so studies will 

keep me busy this year. Also, I got involved with rowing 

last year, fi rst crew all three terms. For the coming year 

I have been voted men’s captain. This means I will have 

to organize the crews, manage the training and so forth. 

The great thing about Cambridge is that there is so 

much on offer. And if something isn’t available and you 

fi nd two or three people to go with you, you can start 

it. I would also like to try drama; unfortunately when I 

was here the school didn’t yet have the IB Theatre Arts 

programme.

What does the future hold after Cambridge ? 
After university, I would like to go on, probably for 

a doctorate. A history degree from England is one of 

the most employable, non-vocational degrees. It’s not 

so much what you study, but the skills you learn while 

you study, skills like time management, research and so 

forth. Most companies can teach you the information, 

but what they really need to know is whether you are 

capable of learning and will be a viable asset to them.

Closing thoughts?
It’s a strange feeling coming back. I try to keep in 

contact with students and members of the faculty. It is 

still a close-knit community. It will be interesting to see 

how the school evolves.
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Partnership Profile
Daniel Ham graduated from ISL in 2004, one of the 
rare students to complete his entire education at the 
school. Following a very active gap year, Daniel entered 
Cambridge University in 2005 to study history. He 
stopped by for a visit at the start of the school year...

Daniel Ham
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