ISL Hosts Annual NECIS Volleyball & Soccer
Tournaments: Under 14 Girls are NECIS Champions Again!

ISL hosted the annual Northwest European Council of
International Schools (NECIS) Soccer and Volleyball
Tournaments on Friday and Saturday, 10 and 11
November. More than 400 boys and girls between
the ages of 10 and 14 travelled to Luxembourg from
seven other international schools for the competition.

“This was the second time for the International
School of Luxembourg to host the NECIS Soccer and
Volleyball Tournaments, following a very successful
tournament in November 2005,” noted ISL Athletic
Director Hans Engl. “We would like to thank our
neighbour, Lycée Aline Mayrisch as well as the
Service des Sports of the City of Luxembourg for
making their facilities available to us,” continued
Engl. “Our thanks also go to Mr Carlo Hastert,
President of CS Gym Volley, in cooperation with the
Fédération Luxembourgeoise de Volleyball, and to
Mr Pierre Claude, Manager of National Competitions
at the Fédération Luxembourgeoise de Football, for
their assistance and support in providing officials
for all the games. Finally, this event would not have
been possible without the support of our school
community. Parent, student and staff volunteers
provided assistance on the courts and fields, and our
school caterer, Eurest, did a great job running the
sports cafeterias,” Engl concluded.

The most recent ISL sports champions were also
crowned at the tournament as the Under 14 Girls
Volleyball team repeated last year’s victory, winning
the championship for a second time. Coached by ISL
teachers Elizabeth Jury and Jennifer Carroll, the team
demonstrated extraordinary ability; not surrendering
a single match. The impressive championship
game versus Hamburg (3-1) was “one of the best
Under 14 matches I have ever seen,” reported ISL
Athletic Director Hans Engl. “Not only did the girls
demonstrate outstanding techniques and team play,
their team spirit and morale was phenomenal and
amongst the best at any time of the competition.”

International Luncheons: A long-standing ISL Tradition

Over the years, the International ]
Luncheons, coinciding with United
Nations Day at the end of October,
have become a tradition throughout
the entire school. Not only are they a
time to sample delicious foods, they
also provide an opportunity to raise
awareness and appreciation of the
cultural diversity within the school.
Parent involvement is key to the
success of these special events!

In a breathtaking final against Antwerp, the Under 12
girls almost repeated their 2005 championship win,
but missed the title by only two points in the fifth
set of the championship match. “We witnessed lots
of emotions, a fantastic cheering crowd and finally
some tears, but this team did not lose; they won
an excellent second place,” Engl related. “Coach
Christine Jakobs involved almost 40 young girls in
the seasonal programme, teaching volleyball basics to
many newcomers, and again leading the team through
a great and successful tournament.” Though the soccer
competition was not as successful, the Luxembourg
teams demonstrated high morale and fought to the last
minutes of their games. Both teams finished in sixth
place.

The International School will certainly host other
NECIS tournaments in the future. These could include
swimming, track and field, rugby, or girls’ soccer.
“Whatever event we host, our school always looks
forward to providing our guests with the best possible
facilities and services for a successful competition
and an enjoyable stay in Luxembourg.”

Ul4 Girls Volleyball Team - Front Row: Katie Dobbins,
Iris  Gramegna, Frances MacDonald, Camilla Beck-
Soerensen. Middle Row: Ola Niemcyzk, Rachel Hudgins,
Rei Adachi, Hildigunnur Olafsdottir, Sophie Geijer. Back
Row: Elizabeth Jury, Caoimhe Costigan, Celine Ruud,
Eleanor Jacobs, Katie Cannon, Jennifer Carroll.
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Daniel Ham graduated from ISL in 2004, one of the
rare students to complete his entire education at the
school. Following a very active gap year, Daniel entered
Cambridge University in 2005 to study history. He
stopped by for a visit at the start of the school year...

What’s it like coming back to ISL?

It’s been three years since I left and I was here [on
this campus] for three years following 11 years in
Limpertsberg. It feels the same, but I recognize fewer
faces. Having gone through the school for 14 years, |
knew most of the teachers as well as the students.

Looking back as a student, what is your perspective on
the evolution of the school?

The school has changed in good ways. It has become
more international. There seems to be a wider variety
of European students and certainly more students
from Luxembourg. Within the student community, life
seems more sociable. There also seems to be a greater
interaction between the older students and the younger
ones. Maybe it’s because everyone is in one building.

Both students and faculty often come and go in
international schools. How were you affected by the
rather transient nature of the school?

It gave me a wide variety of friends and a fresh
environment every school year. The group dynamic was
constantly being altered. It wasn’t really different for
me since [ was always in the same school. New students
brought new ideas and new cultures and I found it
interesting. Even though people leave, you always find
a way to keep in touch with your really good friends.

How did your education at ISL prepare you for life
beyond?

The benefits of the IB are clear, especially now that
I’ve been to university. The required six subjects give a
broad range and you are able to get a feel for different
things you might be interested in at a tertiary level. With
A levels, students focus too early on specifics and when
they arrive at university they sometimes find that their
programme is not actually what they want. In terms of
languages, I was definitely at an advantage over my
university peers. Considering the size of the school, I
think it does a good job of preparing students for the
future. At the higher levels, the concentration is less on
pure knowledge and more on analytical skills. Students
from other systems where the methods focus more on
learning by heart and recitation are at a disadvantage.
In the sciences we have excellent facilities with a lot of
hands on learning time. I remember when we arrived
on the new campus that we were very impressed with
the quality of the science labs and the technology
infrastructure.

How have your experiences at ISL influenced some of
the choices you have made as a young adult?

In grades 9 and 10 I had some experiences that
opened up a new world for me. There were two trips

to volunteer in China, not school-sponsored, but many
students from the school took part. They were similar to

the IB CAS trips [to Tanzania and Turkey] today. These

trips broadened my horizons and opened new interests.

What made you decide to take a gap year instead of
starting university directly after high school?

When [ was in 11th grade I firmly decided to take a year
out, in part because I was young. I graduated at 17, so
I knew that taking time wasn’t going to penalize me. |
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definitely wanted to go to university. My parents were
a bit worried about whether I would go after the gap
year, but were always supportive. When deciding about
a gap year it is important to keep in mind whether you
think you can return to “formal education” when you
come back. I always knew I would go to university but
wanted to do the gap year to get some experience.

Tell us about your gap year.

Well, I realized that I was going to need some money,
so for the first month I worked in a bank. Then I went
to China and did a TEFL teaching course. After that
I travelled in China; visited places that I had learnt
about and wanted to see. After China I came back to
Luxembourg and worked for another month, this time
at P&T Telecom. Then I went to Mexico for 10 weeks
as a volunteer to do scuba diving and marine research.
I wanted to add a sense of meaning to the scuba diving!
I suppose that my experience with IB CAS (Creativity,
Action, and Service) influenced me in making a choice
like that. I was lucky enough to be asked to stay on as
an intern for another 10 weeks. They didn’t pay me,
but they did cover my living expenses. I was involved
in marine conservation: monitoring the reef and fish
populations.

What is your life like at Cambridge?

The diploma consists of Parts A & B, two years each.
There are exams at the end of each part, so studies will
keep me busy this year. Also, I got involved with rowing
last year, first crew all three terms. For the coming year
I have been voted men’s captain. This means [ will have
to organize the crews, manage the training and so forth.
The great thing about Cambridge is that there is so
much on offer. And if something isn’t available and you
find two or three people to go with you, you can start
it. I would also like to try drama; unfortunately when I
was here the school didn’t yet have the IB Theatre Arts
programme.

What does the future hold after Cambridge ?

After university, | would like to go on, probably for
a doctorate. A history degree from England is one of
the most employable, non-vocational degrees. It’s not
so much what you study, but the skills you learn while
you study, skills like time management, research and so
forth. Most companies can teach you the information,
but what they really need to know is whether you are
capable of learning and will be a viable asset to them.

Closing thoughts?

It’s a strange feeling coming back. I try to keep in
contact with students and members of the faculty. It is
still a close-knit community. It will be interesting to see
how the school evolves.
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