
St George’s International School was opened in 
1990 in response to demand here in Luxembourg 
for a school teaching in English using a UK-based 
curriculum. It started with only 12 children. From 
its inception it has enjoyed the patronage of  the 
British Ambassador.

In 2001 the number of  children on the roll had 
grown to 90 and the school had moved to Wei-
mershof, now one of  our three sites. This year 
we will open to over 300 students. In any busi-
ness this expansion would be seen as a fantastic 
growth and worthy of  investment for the future.

What has been the secret of  this success and why 
would parents choose the school?

As we say in our advertising: we aim to give every 
child the care it deserves and the challenge it requi-
res. In practice this means that instead of  looking 
at a “one size fits all” curriculum we have a core 
curriculum for each subject which is then diffe-
rentiated: extended to fit the gifted and talented, 
and supported for the students who find learning 
a challenge. Our extended curriculum puts great 
emphasis on the Fine Arts, - just imagine the sa-
tisfaction of  publicly exhibiting your paintings at 
the age of  3. 

Our students come from many different countries 
and during their time in Luxembourg we encou-
rage them to explore the country in which they 
now live and understand some of  its customs – 
beware of  shopping in Auchan after our 5 year 
olds have been in the bakery helping to make and 
pack the croissants!

Languages are a strong component of  the curri-
culum, we offer French from the age of  3 and Ger-

man at the age of  11, although it can be studied 
after school from the age of  6. In keeping with 
our international status some of  our students will 
study their home language out of  school hours 
and currently we have Danish and Norwegian 
taught after school. 

The interest of  the students is further stimula-
ted by the various special days in the calendar: 
for example St George’s day, science day, book 
week, bad hair day, pyjama day etc. We also aim to 
host various touring theatre groups throughout 
the year. Adults are not forgotten in all of  this as 
we have a vibrant evening choir for parents and 
friends.

The expansion over the last few years has not 
only been numerical, as we have also extended our 
age range. This year for the first time the school 
will include year 11 classes for 16 year olds who 
can have the opportunity to take IGCSE exams in 
up to ten subjects. In line with our aim of  a diffe-
rentiated programme, some of  the students who 
are proficient in foreign languages will be prepa-
red for the IGCSE exams in these subjects up to 
2 years early. These Cambridge IGCSE exams 
are the world’s most popular international quali-
fication for 14–16 year olds and are recognised by 
universities and employers worldwide. They de-
velop successful students, giving them excellent 
preparation for their next steps in education, and 
equip them with skills for future employment.

Although we achieve a high standard of  instruc-
tion and a broad, balanced curriculum in our cur-
rent accommodation, it is not logistically ideal to 
be spread between three sites – for the future we 

needed a totally new building. This need was first 
identified in 2003 when we started looking for a 
suitable site close enough to the city to make tra-
vel simple for students and parents. This search 
culminated in the groundbreaking in February on 
our new site at Hamm. The building is of  an eco-
friendly structure, mainly of  wood, that will give 
good thermal insulation. The result will be seen 
in the building being finished in the early part of  
next year. This will be one of  the most momen-
tous years in the history of  the school. 

The new buildings have been planned to allow for 
an expansion of  the numbers but should also al-
low us to offer a wider choice of  IGCSE subjects. 
This will allow us to continue to offer an excellent 
education service to support the needs of  Luxem-
bourg’s international community.

Heather Duxbury

Head Teacher
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New students

It was back to school for a record 837 students and 
160 staff  members at the International School of  
Luxembourg on Wednesday, the 29th of  August. 
ISL enrollment continues to spiral upward; this 
year’s figures represent a 15% increase over 2006. 
Nearly a third of  the students are entering ISL 
for the first time as are 33 staff  members.

This year’s increase continues an upward trend 
that began several years ago and shows no signs 
of  abating. New expatriate families continue to 
relocate in Luxembourg while others, who might 
have moved on after a year or two, are staying 
longer, in some cases indefinitely. In addition, lo-
cally based students continue to enroll at ISL in 
ever-increasing numbers. Luxembourgers now 
comprise nearly 15% of  the student body.

Whether local or international, many families de-
sire the kind of  program offered by ISL: a high-
quality English language education for students 
aged 3-18. ISL is proud of  its international cha-
racter. With a student population including some 
40 nationalities and faculty from over 15 countries, 
the school emphasizes respect, understanding and 
interdependence as fundamental to students’ futu-
res. The school’s standards-based university pre-
paratory curriculum leads to the ISL High School 
Diploma and/or the International Baccalaureate 
(IB) Diploma. The IB is a highly regarded qualifi-
cation for universities worldwide, thereby meeting 
the needs of  a diverse student body.

New Facilities

Not only has the school’s population expanded, 
the campus itself  has expanded too. A brand 
new facility has been constructed just west of  

the main building, a direct result of  the mu-
tually supportive relationship between the 
school and the Luxembourg government. Uni-
ted States Ambassador Ann Wagner facilitated 
initial discussions about a possible expansion 
with representatives from the Luxembourg 
Ministries of  Education, Finance and the Eco-
nomy along with Luxembourg mayor Paul 
Helminger who all offered their full support. 
The cost of  the project is shared 80% and 20% 
by the government and the school respectively, 
according to the terms of  the law of  10 June 
2003 governing private schools.

“Hillside,” as the new building has been named, 
contains 12 full-sized classrooms, five ancillary 
classrooms, art and music studios, a cafeteria/
multi-purpose room, and administrative offi-
ces. This self-contained learning environment 
is designed to welcome up to 200 children and 
is now home to all of  the K2 (second year of  
kindergarten), Grade 1 and Grade 2 classes.

New Leadership

Along with new students, new staff, and new 
facilities, ISL welcomes a new director this 
school year. Christopher Bowman comes to 
ISL from Educational Services Overseas Ltd 
where he was an Associate Superintendent in 
the Middle East for two years. Prior to that, 
he held directorships at international scho-
ols in Munich, Copenhagen, and Papua New 
Guinea. Before joining the world of  interna-
tional education Mr. Bowman spent nearly 20 
years in educational administration in his na-
tive Australia. One priority as he assumes the 
leadership of  ISL is to chaperone the school’s 
growth so as to “maintain a strong community 

atmosphere within ISL and to continually fo-
cus our attention on our students: both as indi-
viduals and as a group.” Mr. Bowman succeeds 
Clayton Lewis who held the position of  direc-
tor for nine years. Mr. Lewis left ISL in July to 
head the Washington International School in 
Washington, DC.

New Prospects for the Future

ISL has constructed a strong foundation for 
future growth. The strength of  its program 
is documented by measurable results of  which 
both students and teachers can be proud. The 
31 IB Diploma candidates from the Class of  
2007 were the first to achieve a 100% pass rate 
since the very first group of  four students in 
1997. (The worldwide pass rate is about 70 %.) 
This year’s group also earned the highest ave-
rage diploma result as a group since the pro-
gram’s inception at ISL. Each year more and 
more students attempt the diploma. The Class 
of  2008 counts 36 candidates.

ISL’s academic program is complemented by 
a wide range of  extra-curricular activities 
aimed at developing students’ abilities and 
talents outside the classroom. ISL is particu-
larly proud of  its community service program 
which includes partnerships with schools and 
communities in Turkey and Tanzania. The ge-
nerous support of  such friends of  the school as 
State Street Bank, Cargolux, Kaupthing Bank, 
Ernst & Young, and the American Women’s 
Club of  Luxembourg is instrumental to the 
ongoing success of  many ISL initiatives.
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